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The emergence of
collective action: the role
of narratives in social
networks

C2. Governance

Motivation & Innovation

* Major knowledge gaps exist on what determines
the anticipatory and transformative capacity of
risk governance

* Network governance is assumed to have a key
role by fostering cooperation and collective action
among heterogenous actor groups

* Analysis of narratives and their dynamics in
social networks as innovative approach to identify
key characteristics of such transformative change

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Social
Structure
Actor position
Actor characteristics
Type of relationships

Environmental
governance entities (EGE)
such as networks, .
organizations, communities | |

—» Group Dynamics

.........................................................................................................................................................
i

co-produce . i
........................................................... .p. Gf pracﬂcet a550c|at|nn5’
Narration | movements, parties
T I .
Lived experiences y Narratives
I Imagined realities i : 5 !
i 1 : Narrative Analysis __ :
: e s !
| e e e e e e p e - ! .
T changes/ feeds back

The cultural context

Figure 1. Conceptual Framework for Narrative-Network Analysis (Koch et al., 2021)
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Objectives

* Identify the role of shared narratives in the
development of a group’s social identity and how
this affects anticipatory risk governance

* Analyse how such an identity supports collective
action in social networks in the face of impending
regime shifts and associated systemic risk
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* Qualitative narrative analyses and social network
analyses will be combined to conduct
comparative case study research in Germany

 Barriers and potential leverage points for
collective action will be identified

 Design principles will be developed for
iInstruments of network governance that enhance
the anticipatory and transformative capacity of
risk governance
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